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ENC versus Inland ENC 



Database, standardized as to content, structure and format, for use 

with inland electronic chart display and / or information systems 

operated on board of vessels transiting inland waterways.  

 

An IENC is issued by or on the authority of a competent government 

agency, and conforms to standards [initially] developed by the 

International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and [refined by] the 
Inland ENC Harmonization Group.  

 

An IENC contains all the chart information necessary for safe 
navigation on inland waterways and may contain supplementary 

information in addition to that contained in the paper chart (e.g. sailing 

directions, machine-readable operating schedules, etc.) which may be 

considered necessary for safe navigation and voyage planning. [IENC 

Encoding Guide, Edition 2.2, Feb 2010] 

Definition Inland ENC 

source:IEHG: ienc.openecdis.org 

 



Navigational purposes 

ENC 

IENC 



Minimum Content IENC 

Minimum Contents of an IENC  

 

At a Minimum, the following objects shall be included in an IENC:  

 

1. Bank of waterway  
2. Shoreline construction (e.g., groin, training wall)  

3. Any facility that is considered a hazard to navigation  

4. Contours of locks and dams (i.e., footprint area)  

5. Boundaries of the navigation channel (if defined)  

6. Isolated dangers in the navigation channel that are either:  
 a) under water (obstructions)  

 b) above water level (e.g., bridges, overhead cables)  

7. Official Aids-to-Navigation (e.g. buoys, beacons, lights, notice marks)  

8. Waterway axis with kilometres/hectometres, or river miles   

 



What? Waterways class Va and above including the ports on such 

waterways  

 

By whom? Competent authorities assigned by the MS 

 

When? within 30 months after the publication of the technical 

guideline for Inland Ecdis 

Regulatory status of Inland ENCs in Europe 

source:IEHG: ienc.openecdis.org 

 

RIS Directive 2005/44/EC 

Production of IENC is required 



Working Area Flemish Hydrography 1/2  

Total area to be mapped by FH is approximately 640 km² 


